
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
These past five days have been very exacting, trying days for me after Tuesday's 
devastating earthquake. 
 
Even though it was only 7.1 it was very close to Mexico City (76 miles) , very shallow 
and unfortunately hit areas never hit before which included my neighborhood  quite 
hard. 
 
The experts say that it was a very unusual earthquake in style and location. 
 
Luckily everyone at my school reacted in a professional, calm and rapid fashion and all 
of the children were protected and also reacted quickly and well. Would you believe 
no crying or emotional problems? (at least during and immediately after the 
earthquake) We felt this quake extremely strong like a ship at sea and it was both 
vertical and horizontal and seemed to last forever. 
 
The school survived intact and nothing fell or was damaged. 
 
Some parents came immediately and the last mother came after 3 hours in traffic.  As 
time wore on I began sending more and more teachers and staff home and at the end 
only the school nurse, the coordinator and I were left. 
 
We had no electricity, internet, cell service, texting etc. Some calls came in but none 
could go out. 
 
I was able to find out Mother and the house  were OK. The maid's husband, Sabino, 
rushed upstairs and stayed with her during the earthquake as he debated whether to 
carry her down the stairs or not. He wisely decided to stay put with her. He later went 
to school. 
 
The school nurse Sra. Mina walked with me home and we began to see the horrible 
sights of destruction mainly to apartment buildings between the school and home- a 
10 minute walk. 
 
At home I found Mother fine but for the very first time some minor problems: a 
broken mirror, a bent light fixture in the living room, things that fell from a book shelf, 
but no  significant damage. We were quite lucky. 
 
Since there were many problems nearby we heard sirens 24/7 and had no light, 
internet, etc. Everyone slept downstairs. 
 
We have been very involved with helping others during these days and are slowly 
getting back to normal. 
 



We are now scheduled to start classes on Tuesday although this zone is not 
particularly safe with damaged buildings right and left. We are fighting with our 
supervisor about this as I write . 
 
I send my love and thank you are for your concern. 
 
Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Liz 
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